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and achieving the American Dream, but to 
help those who seek our assistance so that 
they can become productive members of our 
society. 

We must take decisive action to ensure a 
fair and equitable immigration policy. We must 
make it so that no one in this country feels like 
a second-class citizen. We must make it so 
that everyone has a equal footing for advance 
and prosper. This movement should be a way 
to bring our minority communities together, es-
pecially the African American community. We 
should see this as an opportunity to help oth-
ers who have experienced something we all 
have in common, discrimination. 

I enter into the RECORD, these opinion edi-
torials by Eugene Robinson and the New York 
Times editorial for their different perspectives 
on such a controversial topic. This is truly an 
issue that has started to divide our country in-
stead of unite it. We must come to this issue 
of immigration with a clearer view, one that 
does not include our cultural biases and ha-
tred for those different than ourselves. The 
editorial asks if the message has sunken in 
yet with the American people. We are hearing 
their message and I hope that it starts to sink 
in. 

[From the New York Times, May 2, 2006] 
A WAVE’S FIRST STRIKE 
(By Eugene Robinson) 

The construction sites I drove past on my 
way to work yesterday were abnormally 
quiet, almost tranquil, without the usual 
bustle of organized chaos, Every once in a 
while, a crane indolently traced its arc; 
every once in a while, a truck arrived or de-
parted. But the basic activity involved in 
putting up an office building—picking stuff 
up and carrying it from here, where the 
crane or the trucks left it, to there, where 
it’s needed—went largely undone. 

In Washington’s Mount Pleasant neighbor-
hood, long a magnet for Latino immigrants, 
it felt almost like a Sunday morning. Few 
people were out and about, and only about 
half the local businesses were open. On the 
padlocked doors of a pharmacy, a dental 
clinic, a barbershop, a wire transfer office 
where immigrants send money home to their 
families, and other offices were taped iden-
tical fliers, with a notice in Spanish and 
English: ‘‘We will be closed on Monday May 
1st in support of the Latino national strike.’’ 

Two middle-aged women who identified 
themselves as Maria and Sonia (neither 
would give a last name) strolled past, point-
ing out all the closed businesses. ‘‘This ac-
tion is a good idea, a very good idea, because 
we have to support all the people who are 
here without papers,’’ said Maria, who, like 
her friend, is from El Salvador. ‘‘We came 
here to work hard, not to harm anyone. Sal-
vadorans are hard workers. We’re not crimi-
nals.’’ 

All morning local Spanish-language radio 
hummed with urgent news and advice. There 
would be a demonstration in the afternoon 
at Malcolm X Park. This was to be a day of 
peaceful solidarity. No one should jeopardize 
his or her job; if you have to go to work, join 
the demonstration later. 

It’s too early to judge the impact of yester-
day’s nationwide ‘‘Day Without Immigrants’’ 
protest, but it’s past time to recognize that 
something important is happening—some-
thing that goes beyond the debate on Capitol 
Hill about immigration reform. At this point 
it’s harder to say just what this nascent 
Latino movement is than to point out what 
it is not. It’s certainly not a monolith. There 
has been spirited internal debate, for exam-
ple, over ‘‘Nuestro Himno,’’ the Spanish-lan-

guage version of ‘‘The Star-Spangled Ban-
ner’’ that was released by an all-star chorus 
of Latino recording artists last week. Some 
heard a genuine expression of patriotism; 
others heard an unnecessary and unwise 
provocation. 

Maybe it was neither. Maybe ‘‘Nuestro 
Himno’’ was a step in forging and tempering 
a stronger pan-Latino identity and political 
consciousness. Black people have skin color 
as a factor to unite us; Latinos, who can be 
of any race, have Spanish. 

But let me be clear: We can also say that 
the movement whose birth we are witnessing 
is not a clone or even a descendant of the 
civil rights movement that won for African 
Americans our place in this society. There’s 
just no way to compare a group of people 
whose ancestors were brought here in chains, 
forced to work as slaves and then systemati-
cally classified as second-class citizens for 
more than a century with another group of 
people, however hard-working or well-mean-
ing, who came to the United States volun-
tarily. 

That said, I am convinced that the nation’s 
two biggest minorities are natural allies, not 
rivals, and that a crucial task over the com-
ing months and years will be to find ways for 
African Americans and Latinos to work to-
gether. Our histories may be different, but 
we have at least one big thing—discrimina-
tion—in common. 

For the two groups to fight over low- 
skilled, low-wage jobs would be a tragic 
waste of time and effort. The issue is how 
both African Americans and Latinos can 
claim a fair share of this nation’s vast 
wealth and opportunity, not how we can 
wrestle the scraps from one another. The 
issue is who gets to occupy the corner office 
during working hours, not who gets to clean 
it at night. 

Congress may do something reasonable on 
immigration, giving the estimated 12 million 
people already here without papers a chance 
to become citizens or legal residents, but 
there’s no guarantee. It may be that there’s 
no common ground among the president, the 
House and the Senate—at least not in an 
election year. But if you take the long view, 
I’m not sure that Capitol Hill is where the 
real news is happening. 

Yesterday the news was happening at con-
struction sites, where it was demonstrated 
that steel, lumber and glass will not move 
from here to there on their own. 

[From the Washington Post, May 2, 2006] 
THEY ARE AMERICA 

Warnings of a crippling immigrant boycott 
did not come true yesterday. The economy 
survived. But what may not survive—we 
hope—is people’s willful misunderstanding of 
the nature of the immigrant-rights move-
ment. 

The worst among our citizens and politi-
cians are eager to depict illegal immigrants 
as criminals, potential terrorists and alien 
invaders. But what we saw yesterday, in 
huge, peaceful rallies in Los Angeles, Las 
Vegas, Chicago, Denver, New York, Atlanta 
and other cities, were regular people: the 
same types of assimilation-minded moms, 
dads and children we wistfully romanticize 
on holidays devoted to, say, St. Patrick and 
Columbus. 

If these extraordinarily positive events 
were a protest of anything, it was the idea of 
the immigrant as temporary and unwelcome 
guest worker. The marches flew in the face 
of theories that undocumented workers want 
nothing but to labor unnoticed and separate 
from the nation that employs them to make 
its meals, trim its hedges and slaughter its 
beef. 

These immigrants, weary of silent ser-
vitude, are speaking up and asking for some-

thing simple: a chance to work to become 
citizens, with all the obligations and oppor-
tunities that go with it. 

Our lawmakers, to their discredit, have 
erected barriers within barriers, created 
legal hurdles and bureaucratic hoops, and 
dangled the opportunity for lowly guest- 
worker status without the citizenship to go 
with it. It is an invitation to create a society 
with a permanent underclass deprived of any 
ladder to something better. It is a path to 
creating a different, and lower, vision of our 
country and ourselves. 

It is not only the border-obsessed Minute-
men who should be shamed by yesterday’s 
joyous outpouring. Lawmakers who have 
stymied comprehensive immigration reform 
with stalemated name-calling and cold elec-
toral calculation should listen up. A silent, 
shadow population is speaking with one 
voice. The message, aimed at Washington 
but something the whole country should 
hear, is clear: We are America. We want to 
join you. 

It’s a simple message. It should be sinking 
in by now. 

f 

HONORING THE CHURCH OF THE 
ASCENSION ON THE OCCASION 
OF ITS 100TH ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION 

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to ask you and my esteemed colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to pay tribute to As-
cension Church in Mocanaqua, Luzerne Coun-
ty, Pennsylvania, as parishioners prepare to 
celebrate the 100th anniversary of their 
church’s founding on June 11. 

In May of 1906, a group of Slovak men for-
mulated plans to raise funds and build a 
church to accommodate the needs of their 
families and neighbors. 

Land was purchased and the cornerstone 
was laid in October, 1906. The church was 
formally dedicated in October, 1907, by the 
Most Rev. Michael J. Hoban, then bishop of 
the Scranton Catholic Diocese. He was as-
sisted by Right Rev. John S. Sobota, Rev. 
Matthew Jankola and Rev. Joseph Murgas. 
The church cemetery was purchased and 
blessed in 1915. 

Monsignor Sobota, then pastor at St. Jo-
seph’s Church, Nanticoke, served the Church 
of the Ascension from 1907 to 1926 when 
Rev. Daniel Gregga was named the first resi-
dent pastor. Parishioners bought a lot and 
built a rectory which was replaced by a new 
rectory in 1930. 

Other pastors who served the Church of the 
Ascension include Rev. Andrew Sporinsky, 
Rev. Andrew Liktor, Rev. Joseph Gavenda, 
Rev. Aloysius Baloga, Rev. Michael Krupar, 
Rev. Joseph Podskoc, Rev. Cyril Frankovich, 
Rev. Stephen Yaneka, Rev. John Zipay, Rev. 
John Fabian, Rev. Edward Liptock, Rev. Ste-
phen Medwick, Rev. Louis Garbacik, Rev. 
Francis Skitzki, Msgr. John Balberchak, Rev. 
Carl Prushinski, Rev. Gerald McGlone, Rev. 
Thomas Skotek, Rev. Michael Zipay, Rev. An-
thony Generose and Rev. Joseph Kakareka. 

Over the years, the parish properties have 
seen many improvements and expansions. In 
1999, the church underwent major renovation. 
Central air conditioning was installed, the 
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sanctuary was disassembled and rebuilt, new 
carpeting was laid, the church was rewired, 
pews were renovated, the church interior was 
repainted and handicapped access was made 
available. 

In the latest restructuring in 2005, the 
Church of the Ascension now shares its pas-
tor, Rev. Kakareka, with two other nearby par-
ishes. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating the parishioners of the Church of the 
Ascension, both past and present, for their for-
titude and devotion that has resulted in the 
continuous existence of a proud parish for the 
past century. It is the faith, integrity and dedi-
cation of people like those who belong to the 
Church of the Ascension that has contributed 
to making this Nation great. And we are thank-
ful to them for that wonderful gift. 

f 

CONGRATULATING STEVEN 
BENSON 

HON. GIL GUTKNECHT 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Mr. GUTKNECHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Mr. Steven Benson of 
Owatonna, Minnesota on receiving the 2005 
Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathe-
matics and Science Teaching. 

This award was established in 1983 by an 
Act of Congress and is administered for the 
White House by the National Science Founda-
tion. The award recognizes teachers who are 
both role models for colleagues and encour-
age talented individuals to become and remain 
teachers. Outstanding math and science edu-
cators are nominated each year from the 
United States and four other jurisdictions. 
Teachers may be nominated by faculty, stu-
dents, parents or members of the community. 
After advancing through an intense selection 
process at both state and national levels, the 
final winners are announced by the President 
of the United States. 

Mr. Steven Benson has proven himself as a 
dedicated and outstanding educator. Mr. Ben-
son believes in making his math classes more 
relevant to everyday life to generate greater 
interest in his students and encourage their 
success. By creating a personal connection to 
the content, Mr. Benson shows students how 
math significantly affects and influences their 
hobbies, activities, and future plans. For this 
commitment to his profession and to his stu-
dents, Mr. Benson will receive The Presi-
dential Award for Excellence in Mathematics 
and Science Teaching—the highest honor a 
teacher of mathematics or science can re-
ceive. 

I extend my sincere congratulations to Mr. 
Steven Benson for receiving the 2005 Presi-
dential Award for Excellence in Mathematics 
and Science Teaching. Quality math teachers, 
like Mr. Benson, inspire our students’ inquisi-
tive nature to explore new challenges, innova-
tive career paths, and the future of ideas. His 
steadfast professionalism and abilities in the 
classroom are a standard for which all edu-
cators should aim. 

IN HONOR OF GREEK 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the nation of Greece on its triumphant 
185th anniversary of winning independence. 
Throughout its glorious history, Greece has 
proven to be an inspiration to the United 
States and to nations around the world. 

The birthplace and cradle of democracy, 
Greece’s long history of promoting the ideals 
of justice and freedom now serves as a stand-
ard against which we measure all other na-
tions. The legacy of antiquity is still felt 
throughout the streets of Athens today. It was 
the ancient Greeks who first realized that the 
right of self-governance was an essential foun-
dation of any civilized society. Although such 
principles seem elementary today, their ideas 
were revolutionary in their own time. We can-
not discount the influence that ancient Greece 
has had on our Nation. 

In the founding of our Nation, Greece 
served as a model by which the framers of the 
constitution structured our government. After 
helping to author our Constitution, Thomas 
Jefferson referred to Greece as ‘‘the light, 
which led us out of Gothic darkness.’’ That 
same light, still shining from the distant memo-
ries of ancient Greece, guides our Nation 
today. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in honoring the nation of Greece, on the 185th 
anniversary of their independence. Much like 
our own Fourth of July, Greek Independence 
Day is a time for people to come together and 
celebrate a shared vision. For the past six 
years, the organizers of the Greek Independ-
ence Day Committee have worked to create a 
wonderful community and family event that is 
enjoyed and shared by Clevelanders of all eth-
nic backgrounds. This year, it is important for 
all Americans to remember the history of inde-
pendence and to remember where the roots of 
our Nation originate. It is a time to honor all 
people who join in the struggle for liberty and 
justice. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JOEL R. HERNDON 
FOR ACHIEVING THE RANK OF 
EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Joel R. Herndon, a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 357, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Joel has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Joel has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Joel R. Herndon for his accom-

plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

CONGRATULATING SOUTH ST. 
PAUL HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS’ 
HOCKEY PROGRAM 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Ms. McCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speaker, 
it is with great pride that I rise today to con-
gratulate the South St. Paul High School Girls’ 
Hockey Program—the 2006 Minnesota State 
Class A Champions! With this win, South St. 
Paul finished the season 22–6–1. 

In an exciting a 3–2 overtime win, the Pack-
ers’ won their fourth State title in five years. In 
fact, this year marks the Packers’ eighth ap-
pearance at the State tournament, which is a 
record for the South St. Paul Girls’ Hockey 
Program. I am confident that these young 
women will continue to reach for new chal-
lenges and break old records. 

As an alumna of South St. Paul High 
School, it is exciting to see how far women’s 
athletics has come. These young women 
played and won their championship on the 
same ice that the men’s National Hockey 
League plays. Young women today have 
greatly benefited from the landmark legislation 
that, among other provisions, ensures equality 
in athletics for female athletes—Title IX. Be-
cause of Title IX young women today have 
more opportunities—to practice, to play, to win 
championships—than the women of earlier 
generations. 

Over the past 30 years, many doors have 
opened for women and girls in this country, 
and we must continue to ensure that our sis-
ters are offered equal athletic opportunities at 
all levels of their abilities. As the mother of a 
young woman who has participated in ath-
letics, I am proud to see that this law has en-
abled more young women to participate in the 
athletic activities that young men have enjoyed 
for so many years. 

Congratulations Packers! I join with the resi-
dents of South St. Paul in their celebration of 
your success and look forward to the celebra-
tion of future successes! 

f 

SINAI TEMPLE 75TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to recognize on the House floor that 
2006 marks the seventy-fifth anniversary of 
the Sinai Temple in Springfield, Massachu-
setts. I congratulate the members and leaders 
of the temple for the important role it plays in 
the Jewish community throughout the Spring-
field area. I hope the spiritual services and 
community cohesion the temple brings to its 
members will continue well into the future. I 
would like to insert into the RECORD a brief 
history of the Sinai Temple that honors its 
founders and leaders throughout the years. 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF SINAI TEMPLE 
Sinai Temple began in 1931 when newly-

weds Samuel and Helen Simons decided that 
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